By Cara Simpson

CLERGYMAN David Banbury is
more used to dealing with holy
water than beer when he's at
work. -

But vesterday

the Warwickshire

special brew.

The beer — called Sanctuary - has

been produced locally to mark the
' an0th anniversary of the church where
| Shakespeare is buried.
. The Reverend, minister of Holy Trin-
ity Church in Stratford, was guest of
' honour at Tunnel Brewery on the out-
skirts of Nuneaton.

The micro brewery in the prounds of
Lord Nelson Inn, at Anslay, is wherse

| the first in a “trinity” of ales is being

produced to mark the church’s land-
mark birthday and help fund its resto-
| ratiomn. :
| Rev Banburt, a real ale fan, admitted
the invitation was nnusual but it was
an offer he couldn't refuse.

His only problem-was finding a bless-
ing which suited the occasion, so he
turned to the internet to find one,

He said: *This is definitely a first for
me so I had to a bit of research.

“] typed beer blessing into Google
and I was surprised by the pages of re-
gults which came up. -

“I¥e have to remember that beer was
brewed centuries ago because the wa-
ter wasn't too good and the process of
hrewing the beer cleansed it of impu-
rities and besr was nutritious. The
church used to have its own Heoences
to Birew beer for its people.” .

minister was called in to bless a very -

Rev Banbury also believes Jesus:
would approve of the beer.

He added: “T think Jesus would have
drunk il in medsration.

“Remember, Jesus was able to turn
water into top quality wineat the wed-
ding in Cana. He wonld havs enjoyed
the party.”

He prayed all whe, drink it would
find health and happiness when he
said: “Bless, O Lord, this creature beer,
that vou have been pleasad to bring
forth from the sweetness of the grain
that it might be a salutary remedy for
the human race and grant by the invo-
cation of your holy name, that whoever
drinks of it may obtain health of body

“and a sure safeguard for the soul
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.”

The Friends of Shakespeare’s Church
group is looking to generate more than
£2 5 million for tepairs to the nave
windows, the north chancel roof and
pointing of external stonework. They
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‘Mike Walsh, master hrewer, said:
“It's nice to brew something special
every now and then.” v

The ales will be on sale in the church
shap and at selected pubs in the Strat-
B THE pale ale has been named
sanctuary in honour of Holy Trinity
Eh:ﬁtﬁ'ﬁ-ia_llctuar}r.k:m:l;.er,.whi_,_t_i\:_is
one of only three ornamental door
knockers of its kind in the country.

Under medieval English common

- e 3 SR e Ty Fp;:iiedly
afforded the right of asylum to
anyone who touched them.

But the laws permitting church
sanctuary had been overturned by
Parliament by 1623. _
Sanctuary knockers are also found
at Durham Cathedral and 5t Nichalas
Church in Gloucester. .




